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On March 5-7 in Mexico City, UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) experts convened to discuss conservation and rehabilitation strategies for the region. A
preliminary discussion paper titled, "Our Own Agenda," states that long-term, effective remedies
are not possible until overall socio-economic conditions improve and the economic recession and
dislocation caused by the foreign debt crisis "disappear." The document serves as a working draft
toward developing a set of proposals to be adopted by all ECLAC member-nations at the UN's
conference on national environmental and development policies in 1992. The strategies outlined
in the ECLAC document are focused on incorporating ecological conservation in all development
programs implemented in Latin American and Caribbean nations. Next, the UN agency calls for
unconditional cooperation in this effort by the world's wealthy industrialized nations. The Agenda
was authored by four former presidents, ECLA's executive secretary, a former Venezuelan cabinet
minister, and representatives from Brazil, Argentina, and Guyana. According to the Agenda,
ECLAC nations transferred $200 billion to the exterior in the 1982-1989 period. Meanwhile, the
region's natural resources were "superexploited." Advanced industrialized nations are requested
to cooperate with Latin America in developing and funding sustainable development programs.
The Agenda points out that blaming the Third World for global ecological deterioration makes little
sense, upon considering that 80% of toxic substances are produced by the so-called First World. The
ECLAC document asserts that environmental rehabilitation is inseparable from equitable wealth
distribution, and the transfer of scientific and technological expertise world-wide. Transnational
companies are also called on to apply the same environmental safeguards at subsidiary locations as
required in respective countries of origin. [Basic data from Prensa Latina (Cuba), 03/02/91]
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